Sample Lessons Grade 4 Overview

Grade4 Overview
FOCUS: H ERO (Honorable EffortsRendered to Others)

HEROESOFOURSTATE

This unit will focus on Indiana heroes: people who perform special services for
others and who reflect the qualities of good citizens.

Key | deas:

Heroes exemplify many qualities of agood citizen.

Indiana heroes reflect positive qualities that are important to our state.
Heroes deal with conflict in responsibleways.

Often, heroes are ordinary people who do extraordinary things.
Heroes are sometimes not acknowledged.

Key Connections to Citizenship I nstruction:

Good citizens:

Lessons:

rpODNPE

respect authority.

are honest and truthful.

take personal responsibility for obligationsto family and community.
awaysdo their personal best.

Write and Find a Hero
PublicizeaHero
Heroes in Myth and Fact
You Can Be a Hero!

Culminating Activities:

Studentswill read amyth or tall-tale about ahero or astory about an Indiana

hero and prepare awritten report, an oral presentation, or avisual representation,
such as a poster or chart. Musical selections can be used as background or as an
integral part of the presentation. Evaluate student reports on the basis of criteriathat
have been discussed in advance with students. Teachersalso should observe studentsto
seeif they practice good citizenship skillsasthey work and play together.
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Curriculum Connections:
Activitiesinthisunit will help studentsto attain academic standardsin:

Social Studies (Grade 4)

Civics and Government - Students will:

Describethe componentsand characteristics of Indiana spresent form of
governmen:

e identify thebranchesand functionsof state government.

Historical Perspectives - Students will:

Tracehistorica movementsin thedevel opment of Indianaasastate:
*  identify people, places, and key eventsin Indianahistory.

*  describeleaderswho shaped Indiana

Inquiry Skills - Students will:

Draw conclusionsabout past and present lifein Indianabased on relevant data
derived from avariety of sources:

* interpretinformation about lifein Indianapresented in graphsand charts.

e construct smplemaps, charts, and graphs.

English/Language Arts (Grades 3-5) - Students will:

Comprehend devel opmentally appropriate materias, including:
* referencematerias.
*  chartsandgraphs.

Select and usedevel opmentally appropriate Srategiesfor writing, including:

* usingthewriting process-prewriting, drafting, peer sharing, revising,
and editing.

* writingdraftswith emphasison content.

Writefor different purposesand audiences producing avariety of forms, including:
*  messagesand letters.

Visual Arts (Grade 4) - Students will:

Production:

Artistsunderstand and apply knowledge of theelementsof art:

e identify and continue skill development in application of theeementsof art (line,
shape, color, texture, space, form, and value).
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Sample Lessons Grade 4 Lesson One

Grade4 Lesson One

Writeand Find aHero

This lesson involves students in identifying the qualities of a hero and researching
local heroes in communities throughout Indiana.

Key | deas:

Heroes exemplify the qualities of agood citizen.

Indiana heroes reflect positive qualities that are important for our state.
Heroes often are ordinary people who do extraordinary things.

Heroes sometimes are not acknowledged.

Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:
*  respect authority.
are honest and truthful.

» takepersonal responsibility for obligationsto family and community.
o awaysdotheir personal best.

Objectives:

Studentswill:

e identify characteristics of ahero.

»  connect the qualities of heroes with that of good citizenship.

*  find Indianaheroes by writing letters to other communities or through e-mail
projectswith other fourth grade classes.

*  recognize the contributions good citizens/heroes make in our state.

I ntroductory Activity:

Display achart divided into three categories: “What | Know;” “What | Need to Know;”
and“What | Learned.” Review with studentssomeof the qualitiesof agood citizen, such
asbeing respectful, honest, responsible, and alwaysdoing one'sbest. Then ask students
to brainstorm key words or qualitiesthey think of when they think of ahero. When
students have brainstormed anumber of words, list these under thefirst category. Ask
studentswhat €l sethey might need to know to defineahero. List thisinformation under
the second category. (Focusstudents attention onthekey ideasfor thislesson.) Maintain
the chart so that ideas can be added asthe lessons proceed.

55



Core Activities:

=

Review letter writing form, punctuation skills, and use of capitalization.
2. Usingastate map, select communitiestowriteor e-mail for information about their
local heroes. Lettersmight be sent to the Chamber of Commerce or Visitor’s Center
of thecommunity or to another fourth grade classinaschool inthat community.
3.  After sudentshave sdlected the community to which they wish to writefor informa:
tion about their local heroes, they will includetheir classdefinition of ahero and
guestionsthey have generated from their “What | Want to Know” list. Thefollowing
questl onsmight beincluded:
Who areyour living heroes? Why arethey heroes? Arethey also good
citizens? Why?

*  Whoareyour heroesof the past? Why werethey heroes?

e What landmarks, buildings, schools, parks, or streetsare named after
your community heroes? What did these peopl e accomplish that madethem
worthy of thisrecognition?

4. Addtheinformation gatheredtothe“What | Learned” section of thechart.

5.  When letters are received, place a pin on an Indiana map to mark the location of
the sending community.

6. Tally results of answersto questions. What are the name(s) that appear

most often? Why are these people considered heroes? Add thisinformation to

the “What | Learned” section of the chart.

Additional | deas:

1. Using the map above, locate the counties from which the letters were
received. Calculate the distance from whereyou live. (Using the Internet to
map sites could enhance this activity.)

2. Classfy information received into categoriesinwhich heroesmay fal: historica
heroes; contemporary heroes, heroeswho savelives; heroeswho stand for principles
or important issues, heroeswho perform extraordinary servicetotheir families,
communities, or sate.

Evaluation/Assessment:
Working in small groups, studentswill use the information gathered to develop a

map, awall chart, or other graphic displays of Indiana heroes listing the qualities that
make them both heroes and good citizens.
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Sample Lessons Grade 4 Lesson One

Home Connection:

Send al etter to parentsexplaining the HERO unit. Discussitsconnectionto literatureand
citizenship. Describeactivitiesthat you will be doing throughout the unit. Send homealist
of thegood citizenship quditiesdeveloped inyour classroom.

Some parents might want to encourage students to read a book about afictional or
nonfictional Indianahero. They may want to discuss with their child the meaning of a
hero and why the character in the book was a hero.

Students might also interview parents to learn which cities, towns, or parks are
named for Indiana heroes. They can shareresultsin classin Lesson Two.

Resources:

e IndianaHistorica Bureau

e IndianaHigorica Society

»  Vidtorscenters

e Loca Chambersof Commerce
* Mapof Indiana

e Sttioneryitems

e Postagestamps
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Sample Lessons Grade 4 Lesson Two

Grade4 Lesson Two

HighlightaHero

In this lesson, students choose an Indiana hero and develop a report in the form
of a pamphlet that they research, write, and illustrate.

Key | deas:

»  Heroesexemplify many qualities of agood citizen.
* Indianaheroes reflect positive qualities that are important for our state.
*  Heroesdeal with conflict in constructive ways.

»  Heroes often are ordinary people who do extraordinary things.

*  Heroes sometimes are not acknowledged.

Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:

respect authority.

are honest and truthful.

take personal responsibility for obligationsto family and community.
awaysdo their personal best.

Objectives:

Studentswill:

*  review characteristics of ahero.

*  desgnapamphlet highlighting anIndianahero.

» compare the qualities of heroes with those of agood citizen.

I ntroductory Activity:

Review characteristics of ahero and agood citizen from the chart of Indiana heroes
developedin Lesson One. Examineand comparesevera travel pamphletsadvertising
placesin Indiana. Discusswhich pamphletsmakethe strongest visua impact and why.
Help students consider several factors, such asuse of color, white space, print style, and
overdl desgn.

CoreActivities:
1. Askstudentsto chooseastate hero and design apamphlet highlighting their hero.

Theart teacher, acommunity member, or parent, whoworksin advertising or graphic
design, might beinvited to visit the classto discusstheelementsof design.
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2. Thepamphlet should describethe event(s) that madetheir hero ahero.
Include biographica and geographical information about their heroes.
3. Sharecompleted pamphletswith theclass.
4. Severa pamphletscould be selected by the classand sent to thelocal
Chamber of Commercefor possible publication or display.
5. Havestudentsadd any additiona information they havelearned to the“What | Know,”
“What | Want to Know,” and “Wheat | Have Learned” chart from Lesson One.
Additional | deas:
1. Have students compare the characteristics of their hero with those of a
good citizen.
2. Ask studentsto respondto thefollowing questions: Do youthink your hero’slife
was changed by being ahero? If you becameahero, wouldit changeyour life?
3. Hedpsudentscompilelistsof commonalitiesamong thedifferent heroes.

Evaluation/Assessment:

Evaluate students on the basis of their pamphlets of heroes. The criteriafor ahigh
quality pamphlet should be discussed with studentsin advance. The pamphlet should
describeat |east oneimportant event and tell when and wherethe person wasborn.
Guidelinesfor spelling, punctuation, and grammar should befollowed. Studentsshould
include key ideas and connectionsto good citizenship in their work.

Home Connection:

K eep parentsinformed of the purposeand activitiesinvolved inthislesson. They may
wishto encouragetheir child to continuelearning at homethrough oneof thefollowing
activities

Parentsmight take the child to the public library to find additional accounts

of heroesfor their childtoread.

Thechild might collect pictures or storiesfrom newspapers or magazines about
heroesto make ahero scrapbook.

Resources:

Art teacher or community resource person

Art suppliesand paper to create pamphlets

Travel pamphletsfrom Indiana
School/county/statelibraries

Newspapers

Magazines

Scrapbook or paper for student-made scrapbooks
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Sample Lessons Grade 4 Lesson Three

Grade4 Lesson Three

HeroesIn Myth And Fact

In this lesson, students will compare and contrast mythical and factual
accounts of heroes.

Key | deas:

»  Heroesexemplify many qualities of agood citizen.
* Indianaheroes reflect positive qualities that are important to our state.
*  Heroesdeal with conflict in constructive ways.

*  Heroesare ordinary people who do extraordinary things.

*  Heroes are sometimes not acknowledged.

Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:

*  respect authority.

* arehonest and truthful.

» takepersonal responsibility for obligationsto family and community.
» awaysdo their personal best.

Objectives:

Studentswill:
»  read mythical andfactual accountsof heroes.
* learnthedifference between amyth and afactua account.

I ntroductory Activity:

Read several short mythical and factual accountsof heroes.

For example:

o  Danid Boone, Paul Bunyan, James Beckwourth, ClaraBarton, Bill Pickett, Cesar
Chavez, MikeFink, Tecumseh, Harriet Tubman, George Washington.

*  Theclassasomight listen to poemsand songs about heroes, such as* John Henry,”
“Casey at theBat,” or “Davy Crockett.”

Citeexamplesof theway these heroesdo their persona best, deal with conflict in positive

way's, and demonstrate persond responsibility for their families, communities, and country.
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Core Activities:

1. Discussthepeopleand eventsinthevariousaccounts. Ask the studentsto determine
which of the people depicted are actualy real personsand which onesarefictional.
How canthey tell? Arefictional storiesever told about real people?Why are such
storiesinvented? How canwefind out if an event really happened? Discusscom-
monalitiesand differences between human heroesand fictional heroes. List common-
aitiesand differencesonachart.

2. Sometimeswhen people do remarkabl e things, myths begin to devel op about
them. Develop afact/myth list about aspecific person, such asDavy Crockett,
James Beckwourth, or Nat Love. How can you distinguish between afact and a
myth?

3. Studentswill role play some of the charactersin mythsor tall-talesthat they have
read, emphasizing heroic qualities.

4. Studentswill write a paragraph about one important thing they have learned
fromroleplayingamythical or tall-tale hero.

Additional | deas:

1. Learnerswill read about and research additional personalitiesand eventsin
Indianahistory.

2. Studentswill compare and contrast commonalities and differences from the
stories and accounts under Strategies and Activities.

3. Studentswill writein their journal about the effect playing the role of ahero had
on them.

4. Studentswill think of ahero they have learned about from the media. They will
write about the influence the media had in the making of the hero and give
positive and negative influences.

Evaluation/Assessment:

Present criteriafor evaluating the student paragraph before students begin to write.
Work with students to make sure they understand each criteria. Evaluate the finished
paragraph on form, mechanics, and demonstrated learning of concepts and
connectionsto citizenship.

1. Evaluationof students paragraphsabout what they havelearned.

2. Observation of student participationin class.

3. Self-evaluation: Students might write about changes they have made toward
becoming better citizensduring thisunit of study.
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Sample Lessons Grade 4 Lesson Three

Home Connection:

K eep parentsinformed about the purpose and activitiesinvolved inthislesson. Parents

may want to encourage studentsto continuelearning at home by doing someof the

followingactivities. Studentsmight:

»  continuereading booksabout I ndianaheroes.

»  discussthequdlitiesof heroesthat they learn about through the mediawith their
parents.

»  draw pictures, develop their own song, write apoem, or make up ajump-rope chant
about ahero.

*  createacomic strip or book about their mythical or tall-tale heroes.

Resources:

*  Tradebooksfeaturing real and mythical heroes. Onesuch book isThe Children's
Book of Heroes, written by William J. Bennett, and published by Simon and
Schuster, New York, 1997. For apersonal perspective, include selectionsfrom
biographies, such as The Life and Adventures of Nat Love, written by Love, and
published by Black Classic Press, 1988.

»  Schlissd, Lillian. Black Frontiers: A History of African American Heroesinthe

Old West. New York: Simon & Schuster Booksfor Young Readers, 1995.

Tapesor CDsof traditional songsand atapeor CD player

School/county/statelibraries

Newspapers

Magazines

Scrapbook or material for making scrapbook

James Beckwourth was an explorer, asoldier, afur
trapper, agold-seeking forty-niner, and aleader of the
Crow people. Thismountainmanlivedalifeof
adventurethat ranksaong sidethat of Daniel Boone
or Davy Crockett, but hisstory wasoftenignored by
early higorians.

Cowboys, Settlers, & Soldiers: African Americans
intheWest, exhibit by the Eiteljorg Museum of
American Indiansand Western Art, February 6-May
16, 1999.

Photo courtesy of The Denver PublicLibrary,
Western History Collection.

JamesP. Beckwourth
1798/1800-1866
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Sample Lessons Grade 4 Lesson Four

Grade4 L esson Four

You CanBeA Heo!

In this lesson, students have the opportunity to play the role of “heroes” by
helping younger students learn the qualities of good citizenship. All 13
points of Indiana’s citizenship education legislation are reviewed and
presented by fourth graders to younger students.

Key | deas:

Heroes reflect the qualities of good citizenship.

Younger students look up to older students.

Fourth-grade students can be heroes to younger students by helping them to
learn what it means to be a good citizen.

The Indiana General Assembly iselected by Indianacitizensto make lawsfor
the state.

The Indiana General Assembly wants everyone to understand the importance of
being good citizens.

Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:

arehonest and truthful.

respect authority.

respect the property of others.

alwaysdotheir personal best.

donot steal.

possessthe skillsnecessary to live peacefully in society.

take persond responsibility for obligationsto family and community.
treat othersthe way they would want to betreated.

respect the national flag, the Constitution of the United States, and the
Constitution of the State of Indiana.

respect their parentsand home.

respect themselves.

respect the rights of othersto have their own views and religious beliefs,
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Objectives.

Learnerswill:

e  identify thelndianaGeneral Assembly asthelaw-making body for the state.

»  reviewthel3ideasthat arehighlightedinIndiana scitizenship educationlegidation.

* workinsmall groupsto prepare apresentation on three or four of theseideasfor
younger students.

I ntroductory Activity:

Ask studentsto consider if laws have influenced anything they have done today.
Students may not think so at first. Ask them what time they got up in the morning
(timezones), and how they got to schoal (trafficlaws). They will probably beable

to think of many other ways they have been influenced by lawstoday. Have students
identify Indiana on amap of the United States. Ask them who makes the laws for
Indiana. If students have already studied the branches of Indiana government, they
should remember that the Indiana General Assembly isthe law-making body for the
state. If not, this concept could be introduced using a chart showing the three
branches of Indianagovernment and their functions.

Core Activities:

1. Explaintostudentsthatin 1995, the IndianaGeneral Assembly passed alaw thatis
very important to them and to everyone, thelegidation requiring schoolsto provide
good citizenshipingtruction.

2. Using anoverhead projector or handouts, provide studentswith the 13 ideas empha-
szedinthelegidation. Review and discusseach ideato devel op definitions, clear
understanding, and examples.

3. Explainthat sincefourth graders study Indiana history and government, they
would be excellent personsto share thisinformation with younger students. Discuss
reasonswhy younger studentsmight look up to older studentsand learn from them.

4. Sinceitwould behard for younger studentsto learn about all 13ideasat onetime,
suggest the strategy of breakinginto four groupsfor four gradeleves. kindergarten,
first grade, second grade, and third grade.

5. Ask each group to pick the three or four ideas that would be the best to teach
younger students at their grade level. Come back together as a class to chart
the selections. Note which ideas are not addressed and make adjustments
if necessary.

6. Givetimefor each groupto plan apresentation onitsthreeideas. Suggest using
stories, games, pictures, or songsto illustrate eachidea

7. After practicing the presentation, each group presentsit to theclass.

8. Makearrangementswith other teachersfor thefourth grade groupsto maketheir
presentationsto classes of younger students.
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Sample Lessons Grade 4 Lesson Four

Additional ldeas:

1.

2.

Have studentsuse e-mail to correspond with other fourth grade studentsin Indianaor
another stateregarding citizenship activitiesor citizenshiplegidationintheir sate.
Help students usewhat they havelearned to plan an Indiana Good Citizens Week at
your school. Help studentsthink of waysto publicizethe 13 pointsof Indiana’s
citizenship education legid ation with newd etters, posters, banners, music, and specia
events.

Evaluation/Assessment:

1.

Evaluate students on the basis of their participation in the group presentations of
the 13 pointsof Indiana’scitizenship legidation. Work with studentsto establish the
criteriafor effective participation beforethey begintheproject. Criteriamight
include: @) Each student will beresponsiblefor presenting one of thecitizenship
conceptschoseninhisor her group. A variety of methodsfor preparing the presen-
tation might be used, such as preparing achart or drawing, reading astory to younger
students, or delivering part of theoral presentation; and b) Each student will demon-
strate good citizenship skillsinworking with other students. For example, they will
taketurns, use polite speech, and show respect for each other, younger students,
teachers, and other adults.

Each student will maintai n acitizenship scrapbook highlighting hisor her experiences
inpreparing for and delivering their group presentations. The scrapbook should
include achart showing thethree branches of Indianagovernment and their functions.
The scrapbook aso might include snapshots of the group presentation, student
drawings, thoughts about what they havelearned, or reactionsto the experience of
being arolemodel for younger students.

Home Connections;

1. Keep parentsinformed about the “You Can Be A Hero” project. Some parents
may be ableto visit the classroom to watch and make constructive suggestions
as students rehearse their presentations. Have students take home their scrap-
books to share with their families at the end of the project.

2. Inviteamember of the Indiana General Assembly or amember of local govern-
ment to visit the classto discuss citizenship and how laws are made.

Resources:

Copiesof IC 20-10.1-4-4.5 in the Resources section of the guide or seethe poster
listing themainideasof thelegidationinthe Foreward.

Art suppliesfor student presentationsand scrapbooks.

Cameraand film for snapshots of student group presentationsfor scrapbooks.
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